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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: p. 7, par. 37, replace 
"flush memory" with "flash memory". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shibata et al. 
(5,909,289) in view of Shibata (5,757,911). 

Regarding claim 1 : Shibata et al. disclose means for notifying a computer (personal computer 
15) of confidential reception (control section 1) when the facsimile apparatus (facsimile 
apparatus 20) has performed the confidential reception (col. 4, In. 25-30), said computer being 
supposed to carry out confidential processing (col. 4, In. 25-30); and means for transmitting the 
confidentially received content (control section 1) in accordance with a demand from said 
computer (personal computer 15) (col. 3, In. 14-19); facsimile apparatus (facsimile apparatus 20) 
and said computer (personal computer 15) at the time of carrying out communication with said 
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computer (personal computer 15) via a network (communication cable 13) (col. 2, In. 62-67 
through col. 3, In. 1-5). 

Shibata et al. fail to specifically address encryption and decryption by using an 
encryption key. 

Shibata discloses wherein the facsimile apparatus performs encryption and decryption by 
using an encryption key produced based on peculiar information (col. 3 5 In. 20-44). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the encryption communication unit 6 disclosed by Shibata (5,757,91 1) 
between the control section 1 and the personal computer 15 disclosed by Shibata et al. 
(5,909,289). The incorporation of the encryption communication unit 6 would provide a way to 
produce and encryption key and to improve the management of secret encryption keys as 
suggested by Shibata (5,757,91 1) (col. 1, In. 7-10). 

Regarding claim 2: Shibata et al. in view of Shibata satisfy all the elements of claim L Shibata 
et al. further disclose from the content to be transmitted to said computer (personal computer 15) 
which is supposed to carry out confidential processing (col. 4, In. 25-30). 

Shibata et al. fail to specifically address a selecting means for selecting a part to be 
encrypted by the encryption key. 

Shibata discloses selecting means (operation section 10) for selecting a part to be 
encrypted by the encryption key (col. 4, In. 1-11); wherein the facsimile apparatus performs 
encryption in accordance with the selection of the selecting means (operation section 10) (col. 6, 
In. 5-23). 
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Regarding claim 3: Shibata et al. disclose means (facsimile apparatus 20) for carrying out 
confidential reception (col 4, In. 10-31); means for transmitting (control section 1, interface 10, 
communication cable 13) the confidentially received content as electronic mail (received image 
data) to a computer (personal computer 15) which is supposed to carry out confidential 
processing (col. 4, ln. ; 25-30); facsimile apparatus (facsimile apparatus 20) and said computer 
(personal computer 15) at the time of carrying out communication with said computer (personal 
computer 15) via a network (communication cable 13) (col. 2, In. 62-67 through col. 3, In. 1-5). 

Shibata et al. fail to specifically address encryption and decryption by using an 
encryption key. 

Shibata discloses wherein the facsimile apparatus performs encryption and decryption by 
using an encryption key produced based on peculiar information (col. 3, In. 20-44). 
Regarding claim 4: Shibata et al. in view of Shibata satisfy all the elements of claim 3. 
Arguments analogous to those stated in the rejection of claim 2 are applicable. 
Regarding claim 5: Shibata et al. disclose receiving means (facsimile apparatus 20) for 
receiving facsimile data from a channel (Fig. 1, telephone line); facsimile apparatus (facsimile 
apparatus 20) and a designated forwarding destination (personal computer 15); forwarding 
means (control section 1) for forwarding the facsimile data (received image data) to the 
designated forwarding destination (personal computer 15) via a computer network 
(communication cable 13). 

Shibata et al. fail to specifically address encryption. 

Shibata discloses encrypting means (encryption communication unit 6) for encrypting the 
facsimile data by a common key produced based on peculiar information (col. 3, In. 20-44). 
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Regarding claim 6: Shibata et al. in view of Shibata satisfy all the elements of claim 5. 
Shabata et al. further disclose wherein said channel is a telephone line (Fig. 1, telephone line). 
Regarding claim 7: Shibata et al. in view of Shibata satisfy all the elements of claim 5 . Shibata 
et al further disclose wherein said receiving means (facsimile apparatus 20) is capable of 
carrying out confidential reception (confidential communication function and col. 3, In. 59-65), 
and confidential reception of the facsimile data (received image data) is carried out (col. 4, In. 
14-20). 

Shibata et al. fail to specifically address encryption. 

Shibata discloses the facsimile data is encrypted by said encrypting means (encryption 
communication unit 6). 

Regarding claim 8: Shibata et al. in view of Shibata satisfy all the elements of claim 5. Shibata 
et al. further disclose wherein said forwarding means (control section 1) utilizes electronic mail 
protocol (received image data sent to personal computer 15 via a communication cable 13). 
Regarding claim 9: Shibata et al. in view of Shibata satisfy all the elements of claim 5. Shibata 
et al. further disclose wherein said receiving means (facsimile apparatus 20) is capable of 
carrying out confidential reception (col. 4, In. 25-30), and when the confidential reception of 
facsimile data (received image data) is carried out, the facsimile apparatus (facsimile apparatus 
20) produces a communication message (facsimile confidential correspondence) to the effect that 
the confidential reception has been carried out, and transmits the communication message 
(facsimile confidential correspondence) as electronic mail (received image data) to the 
designated forwarding destination (personal computer 15) (col. 4, In. 58-67 through col. 5, In. 1- 
8). 



Application/Control Number: 09/93 1 ,675 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2626 

Regarding claim 10: Shibata et al. in view of Shibata satisfy all the elements of claim 9. 
Shibata further discloses wherein the facsimile apparatus encrypts (encryption communication 
unit 6) the communication message by using said common key (secret encryption key, col. 3, In. 
20-44). 

Regarding claim 11; Shibata et al in view of Shibata satisfy all the elements of claim 9. 
Shibata et al. further discloses wherein when the facsimile apparatus (facsimile apparatus 20) 
receives, from the designated forwarding destination (personal computer 15), a demand for 
sending (col. 3, In. 14-19) of the confidentially received facsimile data after transmitting the 
communication message (facsimile confidential correspondence), the facsimile apparatus 
(facsimile apparatus 20) forwards the confidentially received facsimile data (received image 
data) to the forwarding destination (personal computer 15) (col. 3, In. 14-19). 
Regarding claim 12: Shibata et al. in view of Shibata satisfy all the elements of claim 11. 
Shibata et al. further disclose wherein the facsimile apparatus (facsimile apparatus) receives a 
pass code (password) together with said demand (call-in and col. 3, In. 14-19) from the 
designated forwarding destination (personal computer 15) Judges whether or not the pass code is 
correct (confidential mailbox number corresponding to password and col. 3, In. 30-46), and 
forwards the confidentially received facsimile data (received image data) to the forwarding 
destination (personal computer 15) when the pass code is correct. 
Regarding claim 13: Shibata et al. in view of Shibata satisfy all the elements of claim 5. 
Shibata et al. further disclose facsimile apparatus (facsimile apparatus 20) and the designated 
forwarding destination (personal computer 15). 

Shibata et al. fail to specifically address encryption. 
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Shibata discloses further including producing means for producing said common key 
(secret encryption key) on peculiar information (col. 3, In. 20-44). 
Regarding claim 14: Shibata et al. in view of Shibata satisfy all the elements of claim 5. 
Shibata disclose further including selecting means (operation section 10) for selecting a part to 
be encrypted by said common key (secret encryption key) from the received facsimile data (col. 
4, In. 1-1 1), wherein the facsimile apparatus encrypts the facsimile data in accordance with the 
selection of the selecting means (operation section 10) (col. 6, In. 5-23). 
Regarding claim 15: The structural elements of apparatus claim 5 perform all of the steps of 
method claim 15. Thus, claim 15 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of 
claim 5. 

Regarding claim 16: Shibata et al. in view of Shibata satisfy all the elements of claim 15. The 

structural elements of apparatus claim 6 perform all of the steps of method claim 16. Thus, 

claim 16 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 6. 

Regarding claim 17: Shibata et al. in view of Shibata satisfy all the elements of claim 15. The 

structural elements of apparatus claim 14 perform all of the steps of method claim 17. Thus, 

claim 17 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 14. 

Regarding claim 18: Shibata et al. in view of Shibata satisfy all the elements of claim 15. 
Shibata 

further discloses wherein said common key (secret encryption key) is produced by the ID-NIKS 
system (encryption key table 9a with numbers assigned according to a particular device, col. 3, 
In. 29-58). Applicant defines ID-NIKS as an "encryption system which makes use of the ID 
information specifying address and name of each entity (substance; a person, computer, facsimile 
server) on p. 8, par. 44. The encryption key table 9a disclosed by Shibata correlates to devices; 
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therefore, the encryption table 1 reads on the ID-NIKS system. 

Regarding claim 19: Shibata et al. disclose program code means (image memory 17) means for 
making a computer receive facsimile data (received image data) from a channel (Fig. 1, 
telephone line) (col. 3, In. 40-46); program code means (image memory 17) for making the 
computer (personal computer 15) forward to the designated forwarding destination (confidential 
mailbox) from the receiving side (facsimile apparatus 20) via a computer network 
(communication cable 13). 

Shibata et al. does not specifically address encrypted facsimile data. 

Shibata discloses program code means (memory 9) for making the computer produce a 
common key (secret encryption key) based on peculiar information of a receiving side of the 
facsimile data and a designated forwarding destination (encryption key table 9a, col. 3, In. 29-44); 
program code means (memory 9) for making the computer encrypt said facsimile data 
(encryption key table 9a) by said common key (secret encryption key); encrypted facsimile data 
(col. 3, In. 20-28). 

Regarding claim 20: Shibata et al. in view of Shibata satisfy all the elements of claim 19. 
Shibata et al. further disclose wherein said channel is a telephone line (Fig. 1, telephone line). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charlotte M Baker whose telephone number is (703) 306-3456. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00-4:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, KimberlyA Williams can be reached on (703) 305-4863. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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